year on its maintenance.    We do not find any mention
of this in the budget. We suggest that this matter be further investigated* If the property belongs to the State, it should certainly be sold to obtain capital and save maintenance.
The  Atiyat Appeals Committee  hears  appeals from
the   decisions   of  the   Nazim-e-Atiyat,   or  the  Director
of the Atiyat Court. These Courts decide disputes between the claimants to lands or cash payments gifted by the ruler in the past and renewed at each succession* Previously two Ministers formed the Appeals Committee. With the new Constitution, it has been decided that fresh appeals will not be filed. To decide those already filed, a Special Court has been constituted consisting of a permanent Judge, who was until recc ntly a Minister, and an ex-member of the Public Service Commission, The total cost of these two officers comes to Rs. 43300 a month, or Rs. 57,600 a year. There may perhaps have been some ground for holding that Atiyat appeals should not go to the civil courts, since it had long been the practice to have a special court for them. But,, in our view3 there is no need for special officers for this work. A member of the Board of Revenue sitting with the present Nazim-e-Atiyat, who being a recent incumbent has obviously not dealt with any of the cases in which appeals are filed., could, we think, dispose of this work without extra cost to Government. We suggests accordingly, that this work be entrusted to these two officers with instructions to deal with pending matters speedily. The result would be a saving of the total amount mentioned above.
Customs.—The  Commissioner  of Customs  has  been
on leave for the last 6 months and his work is done by the Sales Tax Commissioner in addition to his own. We suggest that this arrangement should continue; the post of Customs Commissioner being abolished and the Customs Department amalgamated with the Sales Tax Department. The levy of Customs* in any case, is to be reduced year by year, ceasing after 8 years, and the income from Sales Tax will take its place. There is, thus, a peculiar appropriateness in this combination. It has been estimated that there will be a saving of Rs. 43,000 in the Sales Tax Department, and Rs. 6,36,750 in- the Customs Department* The total saving on this account will be Rs, 6,79*750.

